
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time Homily 2017 
 

Not only to know Jesus, but also to know him in our hearts.  

 

In the 1964 movie Mary Poppins, Mary becomes the latest replacement in a long 

line of nannies who have left the employ of the Banks family because Jane and her 

younger brother Michael have a habit of running away and committing other 

disruptive behaviors.  In a touching scene at the end of her first day as the new 

nanny, while Mary is putting the two children to bed, Jane asks: “You will never 

leave us, will you?”  Her younger brother quickly adds: “Will you stay if we 

promise to be good?”  Mary Poppins smiles and replies, “That’s a piecrust 

promise.  Easily made.  Easily broken.   

 

The Gospel today is a warning about making “piecrust promises.”  The story of the 

two brothers, one who promises and does not deliver and one who balks but in the 

end does deliver, is also a story of conversion of heart.  The story is meant to 

remind us that God is not so much interested in words but much more interested in 

actions.  Faith is not only a matter of knowing what to say.  Faith is a matter of 

knowing what to do and then doing it.   

 

In Jesus, the prostitutes, sinners and tax collectors found life as it was meant to be.  

Jesus offered hope which they never had before.  When they experienced this 

conversion of heart, the words of God to the prophet Ezekiel in our first reading 

were fulfilled, “if a wicked person, turning from the wickedness they have 

committed, does what is right and just, they shall preserve their life.  Since they 

have turned away from all the sins which they have committed, they shall surly 

live, and shall not die.    

 

God is interested in our showing others how much we are persons of faith by what 

we say and do.    God give us the strength in this Eucharist through the presence of 

Jesus to be empowered by the Holy Spirit to do so.  

 

Respect Life Human Chain today at 2pm. 

My Mother Rita’s end of life care 

Cardinal Joe Tobin’s experience of changing his life    

 


